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NOW she’s 
a feminist | 


LOS ANGELES (UPI — Patri- 
Cla Hearst considers herself a fem- 


Patty tells _ 


_——, 


| 

| inist, is not afraid for her safety p 
| after she is released from prison, i 
| but worries about difficulties in í 
getting married and finding a job : 

once she is free. 7 

i In a conversation with Gloria ci 
© Allred, coordinator of the Los ri 
Angeles. chapter of the National 7 

? Organiztion for Women, Hearst O5 
5s said she is not bitter about her fate ye 
P and wishes the public could under- z 

Stand that “the kidnapping started in 

l all of this.” . > a 

Allred visited Hearst in prison A 

tħis week, and yesterday said the 4 





æf 


'. She said Hearst thinks “there ig l 
Koi a small group of cuckoos interested Og 
a A in harming her,” but no longer `s 
| AY i worries about that. ` a 
ce “She feels that the SLA (Sym-. 
| ` &- — bionese Liberation Army) had their pi 
if} Chance to kill her,” she added, “and N 
Ay they blew it.” t,o Y 
1. ahh Allred said Hearst told her she | 
i i has plans to be married but is not i 
E i: sure when. oe felt A inp wid 
7 i “She hopes that the marriage { 
| e will occur when she js released ? 
| J from prison," Allred said. “But if ) 
| f she must serve the six more years ti 
ft ... it may be that the marriage may yp, 
| ti have to occur in prison.” l 
; ‘Sh Allred refused to name the. 4 
ee’. man Hearst plans to marry but t 
| ee" added, “I don't think its any m 
pom, secret.” , pa 
cori Hearst has been linked romant. fa 
fuses ically to Bernard Shaw, a San jr 
| ae eer , Francisco policeman who was: her dé - 
| ORS 4 bodyguard. | Co py 
! S E Allred said the granddaughter | 
"28 Ra of William Randolph Hearst was try 
| VEN! also worried that she might not he ey 


inmate “considers herself a femin- 

. Allred met with Hearst for two 
hours Wednesday at the federal ' 
prison in Pleasanton to explain 
NOW’s recent decision to support 
legal efforts to obtain her release 
from custody. 


able to hold a regular job when she 
is released because “insurance com- 
panies won’t insure the company 
she would work for’ because she 
would be considered a high risk. 
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She said Hearst was also cone ! 
cerned that her high-risk status | 
would hinder her from obtaining \ 
: » automobile insurance, A 
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August 14, 1978 


Gloria Allred | 
National Organization for Women 
Los Angeles, California 


Dear Gloria Allrec: 


| NOW has frequently been considered an organization that 
puts the interests of More privileged women — professionals.and 
Upper middie clasg >- above those of poor and working women. Per- 
haps this is because the Ordinary woman is not a public figure = 
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lives are so commonplace as to be duplicated over and over again 
in ithe homes, schools, prisons, workplaces everywhere. The wide- 
Spread oppression Of all these nameless, faceless women is ig- 
nored so that NOW can focus on the plight of those women who 


Recently publicized reports of Los Angeles NOW's support . 
for efforts to gain Patricia Hearst's release from prison is fur- 





Rather I question the priorities Of a group that Claims to be 
feminist. The Prisons and Jails are filled with women who deserve 
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to be released. Some are innocent and were unjustly convicted 

by courts who shuffle individuals through the machinery as if 

they were cattle. Others are guilty only because their acts 

were judged by a patriarchal system that punishes women severely - 

as juveniles for being runaways or recalcitrant; as prostitutes a 
for selling a commodity that is promoted and hyped throughout 

our culture - their sexuality - instead of giving it away;.as 

mothers who will provide for their families in any way they can; 

as fighters who defend themselves against physical assault; as 


permit meaning- 
ful work for women. Why does NOW choose to ignore these women 


SO great in number and need? They need assistance fighting their 
cases in court, support in resisting dehumanizing conditions in 


the prisons, help in struggling to survive once they do get out 
Of prison. | 


The word "feminist" is not just a label or a name. It 
represents a solidarity with other women based on understanding 
and acting against the Many forms that male Supremacy takes. Of 
the sisters I've met in the penitentiary, most would not call 
themselves feminists but they are far closer to the heart of 
feminism than many of the self-satisfied women in NOW. They 
Stick together and fight right along side their sisters. NOW 
represents a perversion of feminism as long as it persists in 
turning a deaf ear to the many in order to wave banners for the 
privileged few. As Such, NOW will never contribute to the libera- 


tion of oppressed women but will instead become a new functionary 
for the oppressor. | 


Emily Harris 


